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To a Generous “Protestant Christian”—Letter VI 


Such Catholics Deserve to Receive the Gospel 
, Surely it would be hard to write.a more stirring appeal on 
half of the evangelization of the Polish Roman Catholic people 
om this letter.from “An American Housewife,” of Ruther- 
d, N. J., in the New York Times, of October 1: 


My Polish maid, to whom I pay $40 a month, takes $20 worth 
of W. S. S., gives $5 to Polish relief, $5 to Polish Catholic 
Church and invests $5 in wool and knits socks for soldiers every 
month! She has taken a $100 Liberty Bond out of her $400 in 
bank which she is saving to send her people, if there are any 
alive, after peace is declared. 

Can any one beat this? 

Who could guess the extent of the soul-saving work accom- 
plished by such a girl, if she were converted and labored with 
like zeal for her countrymen here? 
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Orange Churches May Pay Taxes 

The New York World, September 29, contained this para- 
graph: 

Steps toward the voluntary payment of taxes by the churches 
of the Oranges are being taken by Civics of Orange. A form 
letter has been drafted asking the several religious organiza- 
tions to contribute to municipal treasuries whatever proportion 
of a fair tax rate they regard as feasible. The subject was 
first broached more than a year ago by the Rev. Dr. Adolph 
Roeder, pastor of the New Church, Orange, who is president 
of the organization. It is estimated that if every church paid 


on its full valuation the sum would offset the money to be lost 
when all the saloons are closed. 


The Only Daily of Its Kind 


The Christian Science Monitor is in one or two respects the 
only daily newspaper of its kind in the United States. It is 
the only daily that has any vision of the reality and the magni- 
tude of the Papal Peril in this country and others; and, more- 
over, it has the backbone to make resistance to the aggressions 
of the Roman hierarchy against our free institutions. It does 
this, however, according to a method of its own, and one that 
Father O’Connor would certainly approve if he were with us. 
It publishes items of news rather fully and without comment, 
and sometimes puts in “statements” from persons interviewed on 
the particular matter in hand. For a number of weeks the space 
given in this way to the activities of the Papal agents in this 
country has aggregated several columns weekly. 


The Papal Offensive in the English Press 


Attention is directed to our observations on the recent Vati- 
can offensive in the London Daily Telegraph, one of the most 
important of the metropolitan dailies. To those with any expe- 
rience in Vatican official literature, it bears all the earmarks of 
a pronouncement as nearly official as is possible without being 
actually so; and the very thinly veiled threat that in the event 
of Great Britain not continuing “to go straight” the Vatican 
will take an active part in assisting to revive Prussianism 
throughout the world “in preparation, may be, for the next 
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‘Day,’” should receive the careful attention of the Washington 
Government and cause it to class the Papacy as “an arbitrary 
power that can separately, secretly, and of its single choice, 
disturb the peace of the world,” and therefore marked for de- 
struction, or at “least reduction to virtual impotence.” 


What “King” Did Cardinal Farley Serve? 


On Saturday, September 21, the Brooklyn Tablet’s first 
editorial was a tribute to the late Cardinal Farley, and the sec- 
ond paragraph read thus: 


Of the lowly born he rose to great heights of ecclesias- 
tical power. Serving both King and God, he could lay 
down the reins of government in tranquility of soul with no 
self-reproach as was the tragic, poignant grief of Woolsey 
[sic].” (Italics ours.) 


Cardinal Falconio once publicly referred to the Pope’s Amer- 
ican “subjects,” so when Cardinal Farley “laid down the 
reins of government” he had evidently been acting as 


a Papal viceroy over some hundreds of thousands of people 
born “free” American citizens, “supposed to be 100-per-cent. 
\mericans,” to use the language of a well-meaning but ignorant 
non-Catholic who helped in the Knights of Columbus drive 
in this city last March, 


What Has Become of the Vatican-Serbian Concordat? 


In an interview with a representative of the Christian Science 
Monitor (Sept. 5) Captain Ferdinand Pisecky, a Czecho-Slav 
Government official, said: “Our ideal after the war is to declare 
freedom of religion. That means that there will be no State 
religion.” Serbia, before the war, was so hostile to Vaticanism 
that it would not allow even the existence of any Roman Catho- 
lic church in the country outside of the Austrian embassy at Bel- 
grade. But about six weeks before the Central Powers began 
the war a Concordat was signed in Rome whereby the unfor- 
tunate nation was saddled with a complete Vatican ecclesiastical 
and educational outfit, the cost of which was, of course, to be 
paid by the people. As Serbia is one of the countries included 
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in the Czecho-Slav-Jugo-Slav scheme, if what Captain Pisecky 
says is true, and the Concordat is nullified, Serbia will receive, 
in that result alone, no small compensation for the wrongs it 
has suffered during the war. 


The Chinese Minister and the Requiem Mass 


In the New York World of September 29 was given the first 
instalment of a series of articles by Mr. Brand Whitlock, our 
representative at Brussels when the Great War began. Of 
the mass for the deceased Archduke Franz Ferdinand we 
read: 

A solemn requiem high mass for the repose of the Arch- 
duke’s soul was sung in the Church of St. Jacques sur Curden- 


berg. Of course, the diplomats attended the mass, “hurried back 
from the four corners of Europe.” 

“After the absolution and after we had all filed up into the 
choir and each had taken a candle and passed before the priest 
who held forth the paten to be kissed, and after we had ex- 
pressed our condolences to our colleague, Count Clary et Avig- 
non, the Austrian Minister, we went out into the portico of the 
church and there a few moments loitered to gossip, to ask the 
news, with little thought, I fear, for the poor Prince in whose 
honor the imposing ceremony had been held.” 

“How did it impress you?” I idly asked the Chinese Minister. 

“Oh,” he replied, with the faintest suggestion of humor in 
his inscrutable Oriental countenance, “I thought it rather pagan.” 


The Late Cardinal Farley 


Cardinal Farley, Archbishop of New York, died last month. 
In his funeral obsequies which lasted several days the Roman 
hierarchy gave a splendid demonstration of its ability to make 
the most of the opportunity for an imposing display of ecclesi- 
astical pomp and ceremony for advertising purposes. The only 
part that interested us was the presence of a band of the U. S. 
Navy and of some American soldiers, whose presence was 
doubtless obtained to suggest connection between our Gov- 
ernment and the Roman Church. Of Cardinal Farley’s career 
the only incidents to which we refer now are his assertion of 
his political pretensions as a “Prince of the Church” in Janu- 
ary, 1912, in his refusal to meet the Duke of Connaught at the 
residence of the Hon. Whitelaw Reid, and the turning out of 
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the band of the Twenty-fourth U. S. Infantry at Salt Lake 
City in the Fall of the same year to escort him from the rail- 
road depot to his hotel. This move was accomplished through 
the instrumentality of Senator Smoot, who sent the request 
for the order to the General commanding at San Francisco. 


Judge Amidon’s Official Prophecy 


It is not often that a Federal Judge puts on the mantle of 
the prophet over his judicial ermine. Yet that is just what 
Judge Charles F. Amidon, of North Dakota, did on August 19, 
in sentencing a German minister to a term of imprisonment for 
seditious language. That part of his remarks that will most 
interest Christ’s Mission and its friends was his prediction that 
the Federal Government would bring to the bar of the Republic 
“all foreign institutions that have cherished foreignness,” and 
that all such institutions would “have to change or cease.” He 
also predicted “a fundamental revision of these foreign church- 
es,” and said that the end of the régime of “cherishing foreign- 
ness” had come. It was only a few weeks ago that this maga- 
zine advocated the establishment of an “American Catholic 
Church for the American Catholic People,’ and it would seem 
that some plan along the lines there indicated will have to 
be adopted in the future. Up till now the whole aim of the 
Roman hierarchy has been to promote and perpetuate “foreign- 
ness” wherever it has operated a church or an institution of 
any kind. 


The Polish National Catholic Church 


[hose of our readers who feel interested in the various 
movements of Catholic peoples to rid themselves from the 
yoke of Papal tyranny will feel gratified to learn, from the 

ev. T. V. Jakimowicz, the following details concerning the 
Church of which he is one of the most prominent priests: 

‘Bishop Hodur has abolished the Latin mass, substitut- 
ing the Polish prayers; he has changed the private ‘confes- 
sion’ into a public declaration of repentance and faith; and 
the prayer of ‘absolution’ is almost the same as one of those 
in the Book of Common Prayer of the Protestant Episcopal 
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Church. The celibacy of the clergy has been so modified 
that we now have some married priests, and Bishop Hodur 
has commissioned me to prepare the arguments for complete 
abolition of the celibacy of the clergy in our Church. The 
‘idea’ of the expiatory Purgatory, the worship of saints, 
Mariolatry, rosaries, scapulars and indulgences has been 
entirely abolished, as also the Latin service. The rest we are 
doing gradually. The only authority we retain, and that is 
recommended by the Bishop, is the Holy Bible, which we 
urge the people to read—especially the New Testament. Our 
Head, Chief Pastor and Supreme Bishop is Jesus Christ. We 
give Him our hearts and rely on His mediation. We give 
Him the royal diadem and crown Him Lord of all.” 

Let us all pray for God’s blessing on Bishop Hodur’s work! 


Catholic Blindness to Moral Issues 


In his Peace Note to the belligerent nations in August, 1917, 
Pope Benedict XV made his blindness to the moral issues in- 
volved the most conspicuous feature of that historic document. 
And lately one of the most influential Roman Catholics in 
Germany, Mathias Erzberger, the leader of the “Liberal” section 
of the Catholic Centrum in the Reichstag, according to the Ber- 
lin Taegliche Rundschau, went further than the Pope along this 
line. We are told his scheme “in favor of international and eco- 
nomic peace includes agreements for the placing of British 
and American capital in German industries, so that at 
least- half the money invested in German industries 
would be Anglo-American, while German money would, 
to a great extent, be invested in England.” In _ other 
words, he appears, on the face of this statement, to think 
that British and American business men are as dead to moral 
issues as he is himself. And not only that, but that after the 
experiences of the last four years, there can be found individ- 
uals in this country and England foolish enough to enter into 
any kind of “agreement” with the supporters of the treaty-break- 
ing official perpetration of unspeakable barbarities in Belgium. 
He may be right, but we doubt it. 
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What Your Catholic Friends Do Not Know 


It may perhaps supply a little stimulus to some of our read- 
ers to help them to put the Gospel before their Catholic friends, 
to mention a few things that they have never been taught by 
their Church, and as to which you should—and probably do— 
thank God you did receive instruction. They have never been 
taught that God loves them now, as individuals; that they can 
pray to Jesus Christ at any time, in any place, under any cir- 
cumstances, on any subject that is near their hearts; that He 
invites them to come to Him direct if they are burdened and 
troubled with the promise that He will hear and answer their 
prayers; that they can know that the sins of the past are for- 
given; that they can be delivered from the power and dominion 
of sin; that they can have the assurance of going to be with 
the Lord in the hour of death, without having to spend 
any time in Purgatory; and that the Bible is THE Word 
of God to them personally, that God sends it to them, that 
it shall be a lamp to their feet, a light to their path and a 
guide, solace, comforter and counsellor in all the varying cir- 
cumstances of life. These are only a few of the things they 
don’t know, and that you do. This being so, it is your plain 
duty to do your best to share these blessings that God has given 
you with those who are ignorant of even their existence. 


The Evangelization of the Philippines 


Both the opportunity and the responsibility of the Prot- 
estant Christians of the United States for sending the light of 
the Gospel to the people of the Philippines are emphasized by 
statements recently made in The Liguorian by the Rev. T. A. 
Murphy, C.SS.R., of Opon, P. I.: “Here in the Philippines 
there are countless baptized Catholics growing up in almost 
complete ignorance of their religion, because there is no one 
to teach them. There are countless others who know some- 
thing of their religion, and who would gladly go to confes- 
sion and receive holy communion if they could, but there is 
no priest to confess them or to break to them the Bread of 
Life. Every day Filipino Catholics die with no priest to 
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assist them in their last moments. Of late years this state 
of things has grown steadily worse. It is almost impossi- 
ble now tg look to Europe for missionaries, and godless 
education is. turning the minds of young Filipinos to things 
other than the work of souls. In the diocese of Jaro (Iloilo) 
there are 32 parishes without a priest, and in the seminary at 
Jaro there are only 11 seminarists. In the diocese of Zambo- 
anga there are only 3 native priests, and the number of 
seminarists is still less. In Cebu there used to be about 50 stu 
dents of theology, whereas the seminarists at present, including 
students of theology and others, are only about half that number.” 

No better negative testimony could be afforded, first, that 
the Bible does not contain enough Roman doctrine to be used 
by the priests as a means of propaganda, and second, of the 
spiritual bankruptcy of the Church itself, which leaves the dio- 
cese of Jaro with 32 parishes with no priest at all and only 11 
seminarians. Surely the spiritual needs of these wards of the 


United States should appeal loudly to the Christians of this 
country. 


THE CONVENT 
BY JEANNE D’ORGE. 
Nice to be God. 
My passions sit in long white rows 
Within the little chapel 
Sending incense up to me, 
Or fast singing in lonely cells, 
Or walk whispering together through gray cloisters. 
Last night a wildcat novice broke her vows 
And now her sisters wear away the stone 
Praying for her. 
They cannot guess who slipped the bolts, 
Who rode with her, 
Who gave her to her lover. 
Nice to be God. 


—“From Others; An Anthology of the New Verse.” Alfred 
A. Knopf. 
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THE OFFICIAL PROPHECY OF A FEDERAL JUDGE 


On August 19, 1918, Judge Charles F. Amidon, of the United 
States District Court, District of North Dakota, passed a sen- 
tence of three years’ imprisonment on the Rev. J. Fontana, 
pastor of the German Evangelical Church, New Salem, N. D., 
for uttering seditious language for the purpose of interfering 
with the Government’s military activities. 
Judge Amidon said, in part: 

“There have been a good many Germans before me in the 
last month. It has been an impressive part of the trial. They 
have lived in this country like yourself [the prisoner at the bar 
received his final citizenship papers in 1898.—Ed.] ten, twenty, 
thirty, forty years; and they had to give their evidence through 
an interpreter. * * * I do not blame you and these men alone. 
I blame myself. I blame my country. We urged you to come. 
We welcomed you; we gave you opportunity; we gave you land; 
we conferred upon you the diadem of American citizenship—and 


then we left you. * * * 


In passing sentence, 


“If half the effort had been put forth in these foreign com- 


munities to build up an American life in the hearts of these 
foreign-born citizens that has been put forth to perpetuate a 
foreign life, our situation would have been entirely different 
from what it is to-day. You have violated your oath of alle- 
giance in this: You have cherished foreign ideals and tried to 
make them everlasting. That is the basic wrong of these thou- 
sands of little islands of foreigners that have been formed 
through our whole limits, that, instead of trying to remove the 
foreign life out of their souls and to build up an American life 
in them, they have striven studiously from year to year to stifle 
American life and to make foreignness perpetual. That is dis- 
loyalty. And the object, one of the big objects, of this serious 
proceeding in this court, and other like proceedings in other 
courts, is to give notice that that must be stopped. 

‘When we get through with this war, and civil liberty is 
made safe once more upon this earth, there is going to be a day 
of judgment in these United States. Foreign-born citizens and 
the institutions which have cherished foreignness are going to be 
brought to the judgment bar of this Republic. That day of 
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judgment looks more to me to-day like the great Day of Judg- 
ment than anything that I have thought of for many years. 
There is going to be a separation on that day of the sheep from 
the goats. Every institution that has been engaged in this busi- 
ness of making foreignness perpetual in the United States will 
have to change or cease. That is going to cut deep, but it is 
coming. * * * 

“T recognize the right of: foreign-born citizens to hear their 
religion, if they cannot understand it in English, spoken to them 
in the tongue that they can understand. If they have not yet 
acquired enough English to read, they are entitled to have a 
paper that shall speak to them the language that they can under- 
stand. I cannot go further than that. And this is the capital 
thing that is going to be settled on that day of judgment, namely, 
that the right to those things is temporary, and it cannot be 
enjoyed by anybody who is not willing to regard it as tempo- 
rary and to set about earnestly making the time of that enjoy- 
ment as short as possible. That means a fundamental revision 
of these foreign churches. No freedom of the press will pro- 
tect a perpetual foreign press in these United States. It won't 
protect any press or any church which, while it is trying to 
meet a temporary need, does not set itself earnestly about the 
business of making that temporary situation just as temporary 
as possible, and not making it, as has been true in the past, just 
as near perpetual as possible. Men who are not willing to do 
that will have to choose. Jf they prefer to cherish foreign 
ideals, they will have to go to their own. If it is necessary, we 
will cancel every certificate of citizenship in these United States. 
The Federal Government has power to deal with that subject 
and it is going to deal with it. Nothing else than that surely 
can be possible. And the object of the sentence which I pro- 
nounce upon you to-day is not alone to punish you for the dis- 
loyalty of which you have been guilty, but to serve notice upon 
you, and the like of you, and all of the groups of people in this 
district who have been cherishing foreignness, that the end of 
that régime has come.” (Italics ours.) 

Here endeth the vision of Archbishop Ireland’s campaign to 
“Make America Catholic,” and here beginneth, let us hope, the 
preliminaries, at least, of an American Catholic Church for the 
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American Catholic people, as suggested by the Rev. Dr. Edwin 
S. Bailey, of Brooklyn, in his now celebrated sermon last April, 
the publication of which by the Brooklyn Eagle made so much 
trouble for that estimable journal. 


THE BISHOPS AND THE WELFARE DRIVE 


As our readers know, during the week of November 11 a 
“drive” for $170,500,000 is to be made for War Welfare Work, 
the War Department having arranged the division of this sum 
as follows: 


Young Men’s Christian Association............. $100,000,000 
Young Women’s Christian Association 15,000,000 
National Catholic War Council (including the work 

of the Knights of Columbus and special war 

activities for women) 30,000,000 
Jewish Welfare Board 3,500,000 
\merican Library Association 3,500,000 
War Camp Community Service 15,000,000 
Salvation Army 3,500,000 


Total $170,500,000 


The first plan was to have the Knights of Columbus, the 
Jewish Welfare Board and the Salvation Army have their 
“drive” postponed until January, the others having theirs in 
November. 

The Knights of Columbus made a protest to the Secretary 
of War against this plan, through Supreme Knight Flaherty, 
and in reply Secretary Baker declined to make any change. 
Later the hierarchy thrust the Knights of Columbus aside (ex- 
cept as “full privates”) and the money that was to be received 
by them is now to go to the National Catholic War Council. 
This seems to have been done by Bishops Muldoon, Schrembs, 
Hayes and Russell at a meeting in Chicago September 1, and on 
September 3 the President wrote to Raymond B. Fosdick say- 
ing that there would be only one “drive.” Many who felt objec- 
tion before to giving to any fund any part of which should go 
to such a strictly sectarian body as the Knights of Columbus 
may well feel tenfold more unwilling to put anything in the 
treasury of the National Catholic War Council—equally purely 
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sectarian and under the immediate control of the direct Vatican 
agents in this country. It is to be hoped that the Government 
will insist on a uniform system of accounting for all of these 
bodies and the publication of these accounts, showing in detail 
what has been done with the money. So far as we know no 
such document has been issued with regard to the “drive” last 
Spring, and the “secret agreements” published in the Brooklyn 
Standard-Union of August 30 and 31 and the accompanying 
text throw much light on the characteristic methods of that 
characteristically Papal organization, the K of C. This was a 
relatively small local “drive,” but we have the plaint of the edi 
tor of the Tablet in the issue of the following Sunday lament 
ing the woful want of thought in not stressing the Catholicity 
character of the! Coney Island “drive” and adding, 
“The whole thing was Catholic—the nation-approved war activ 
ity as such.” Whether the writer was or was not aware of the 
Goate-Breen secret contract—or the other two published by the 
Standard-Union—no one who knows anything of the working 
of the Papal machine, in small affairs as well as large, will 
doubt his assertion that “the whole thing was Catholic,” 
typically so. 


indeed 


There are not lacking signs of wide dissatisfaction over the 
whole situation on the part of many prominent people in denomi- 
national and Masonic circles of influence. 

By the thrusting aside of the Knights of Columbus by the 
Roman hierarchy the Roman Church itself becomes the actual 
recipient of the $30,000,000 originally allotted to the Knights’ 
organization; and there is little doubt that many who have eyes 
to see how far this goes to the breaking down of the American 
principle of separation of Church and State will send their dona- 
tions direct to the Y. M. C. A. or other preferred organization 
either before or after the “drive.” 

There is also another possibility to consider. On the prin- 
ciple of “Rule or Ruin” it may well be the real intent of the 
Roman Bishops named above is to wreck the whole drive for 
the purpose of injuring the hated Y. M. C. A., not only beca” se 
of its intrinsic infinite superiority to any organization under their 
control, but because its essentially American and Protestant 
principles, practically manifested in daily contact with thousands 
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of Roman Catholic soldiers, bring out in clear relief not only the 
spiritual bankruptcy of their Church, but its inferiority in all 
those things that go to make welfare work of the greatest possi- 
ble service first to the individual and then to the army. 

The last word to say here is that, whatever the Knights of 
Columbus may or may not be, it is at least a lay body, whereas 
the Bishops are the direct agents of the Vatican itselfi—the same 
Vatican that has for a long time been boldly carrying on open 
efforts in half a dozen countries to thwart the President’s de- 
clared war aims and to bring about a German peace. 


“SEMINARIES OF DARKNESS AND SLAVERY 
TO THE POPE” 


The article by the Rev. T. V. Jakimowicz (one of our Christ 
Mission priests) on the recent Polish National Congress at 
Detroit will surely be read with much interest by all friends of 
Christ’s Mission. His account of the problem presented to the 
clerical conveners by the presence of Bishop Hodur, himself, 
and some Old-Catholic Poles, and its solution would partake of 


. really comic character, did it not afford a concrete illustration 
' the power of imported superstition over the lives of peo- 
ple who have lived for years in what is sometimes called “the 
free air” of this country, but have been wilfully kept in ignor- 
ince by their priests of the civil and intellectual liberties to 
which their citizenship here entitled them. For this state of 
things Brother Jakimowicz places the blame with the Polish 
arochial schools, which he graphically describes as “seminaries 
‘i darkness and slavery to the Pope.” We hope that these insti- 
utions and the teaching given in them will soon receive the 
attention of those societies that have begun to- take in hand the 
‘eal Americanization of our alien population. They will not go 
far before they will find that the fine Italian hand of the Roman 
urla is working against them. And this for the simple reason 
hat Papalism and real Americanism cannot both exist in the 
life of any individual at the same time. One must, and surely 
will, destroy the other, because they are fundamentally opposed 
the vital things of ordinary life, as well as on those things 

it concern the soul and its relation to God and man. 
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THE POLISH CONFERENCE AT DETROIT 
BY REV, T. V. JAKIMOWICZ, RECTOR, POLISH NATIONAL CATHOLIC 
CHURCH VIRGIN MARY OF CZENSTOCHOWA, DURYEA, PA. 


The Polish Congress, held at Detroit, Mich., on August 26 
and following days, was well organized. About a thousand 
delegates were present, of whom some 350 were priests, so it was 
conducted in a strictly Roman Catholic manner. 

The Polish National Catholic Church (of which I was one 
of the delegates) had very little show. There were about twenty 
of our priests there and a similar number of laymen. 

The lay delegates were closely controlled by the Roman 
priests, and in spite of many protests the tendency was to retain 
the Roman Catholic faith and avow allegiance to the Pope. 

Because the Polish Constitution of Independence adopted 
by the nation and proclaimed in Warsaw May 3, 1791, declared 
Roman Catholicism to be the religion of Poland, the Congress, 
by a majority, endorsed this declaration. 

In this country there are about 150,000 Polish dissenters from 
Rome. These include the Reformed Mariavites, and the Old- 
Catholics of Europe were represented, but in view of the ma- 
jority controlled by the priests nothing could be done. 

The Congress declared its allegiance to the Pope and sent 
a telegram expressing loyalty to Monsignor Bonzano, the Apos- 
tolic Delegate in Washington. 

The only stand that we took was that of American patriot- 
ism, loyalty to the United States Government and to the teach- 
ings of Jesus Christ. 

PoLisH PAROCHIAL SCHOOLS. 

As long as the Polish parochial schools exist in their present 
form there is little hope of accomplishing much in the way of 
reformation; they are seminaries of darkness and slavery to 
the Pope. They constitute a real peril not only to the propa- 
gation of American principles but to the nation itself. Declara- 
tions of loyalty to the country and to the President are but a 
play—words of deception. 

There are four millions of Poles in this country, and the great 
majority of them cannot read or write English. 

All who wish to be of real help to the Polish people here 
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must advocate the public school system, for only through that 
kind of education is there any possibility of improvement of 
religious conditions. President Wilson is recognized by all 
as a friend of the Polish nation, but even he can do very little 
while the parochial schools remain as they are. 


A PERPLEXING PROBLEM. 


The presence at the Congress of ourselves and other dele- 
gates not in harmony with the Vatican created a perplexing prob- 
lem, and the method of solution was somewhat curious. 

For some time before the Congress the Polish Catholic 
clergy were perplexed as to the question of attitude toward our 
Church. 

The call for the convention was issued to all Poles, regard- 
less of faith and denomination—Lutherans, Calvinists, Zwingli- 
ans and others, as well as ourselves, were invited. 

The Congress was to be opened by a solemn High Mass in the 
Roman Catholic church. There was no difficulty at all about 
the admission to this Mass of Protestants of any kind, because 
they are classed as “infidels,” or bad children of the Mother 
Church. Officially they are but promiscuous laity without any 
distinctive Christian or religious character, and if “infidels” 
came to the Mass it might work for their “conversion.” But the 
Old-Catholics and our Church possess a distinct “Christian” 
character. The clergy of these bodies are recognized as “here- 
tics,” but true priests, nevertheless, having had canonical ordi- 
nation and being in the Apostolic Succession. Bishop Hodur is 
so notorious a “heretic” and schismatic that only a rogue could 
“expiate” him; to admit the Old-Catholic clergy and ours to the 
High Mass would be communicare in divinis, which is forbidden 
by the Pope under pain of excommunication. 

To admit our clergy to the High Mass among the audience 
would be a recognition of their character, in spite of our excom- 
munication, and also show the people that excommunication was 
not of much importance. It would also put before the minds 
of hundreds of delegates the idea that the Bishop and clergy 
of the Polish National Church had equal rights with others, on 
this occasion; on the other hand, excluding them from the High 
Mass or preventing their attendance, would destroy the prestige 
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of the gathering as being “democratic,” and also expose the 
falsity of the profession of the Roman priests to grant equal 
privileges to all. . 

To admit us to the church would be a scandal to the Roman 
Catholic laity; while to exclude us would wreck the profession 
of “freedom” and might also offend against American ideas of 
religious “toleration.” 

The admission of a rebellious heretic like Bishop Hodur 
and a notorious apostate like myself would undoubtedly tend to 
undermine the dignity of the Roman hierarchy, while to exclude 
us would equally tend to destroy the element of Polish national 
unity and to make the Congress a failure. 

How Ir Was SOoLven. 


The Polish Roman clergy found themselves helpless in this di 
lemma; their Bishop felt as much at an impassé as they did. 
American (Irish) Bishops were consulted, but they had no solu 
tion to offer. The only way out for Cardinal Gibbons was to sug 
gest an appeal to the Apostolic Delegate at Washington ; and even 
he felt unable to give an immediate answer. He apparentl) 
cabled to Rome, and it is said that the answer came from the 
Holy Father that the leaders of the Congress should behave as 
strictly as possibly Roman Catholic, and that in regard to noto 
rious “heretics” and “apostates” they should remain “sciente) 
ignorantes” “ut fides locum habeat’—which means that for the 
sake of the Faith they should be “knowingly ignorant” of the 
character of those in the church. 

So Bishop Rhode, in his sermons and speeches, emphasize: 
repeatedly, “Ve do not ask you to what Church you belong.” 
That really meant, ‘““We do not know who among you may be a 
heretic or an apostate—who is a schismatic or an infidel; we 
only ask you if you are Poles.” There is an ancient axiom that 
every Pole is a Roman Catholic—otherwise he could not be 
a Pole. 

The assumption, therefore, was that the whole Congress was 
Roman Catholic. But they were careful not to give us any 
chance on the floor, and when Bishop Hodur tried to speak they 
told him to sit down. 


CONCERNING PROMINENT PoLisH PATRIOTS. 
Mr. Paderewski, the famous pianist, publicly and ostenta- 
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tiously kissed the hand of the Roman Bishop and declared that 
we Poles were all Roman Catholics and should remain loyal to 
the Holy Father, and that when Poland should be free she 
should be free to remain in allegiance to the Pope. 

\nother misrepresentation was the opposition manifested 
towards Countess Laura de Gordawa Turcsynowicz. She was 
strongly denounced and assailed, although she was absent, and 
so could not defend herself. The Countess is an American lady 
of the Blackwell family, of New York, who, long before the 
war, went to Europe to study music. While there she married 
a Polish nobleman from Lublin. She was born and brought up 
in the Protestant Episcopal Church, and when she married her 
husband she was asked to renounce her religion and embrace 
Catholicism, but she refused to do so. 

\Vhen the European war broke out her husband and she 
remained in Russian Poland, where the Germans were in con- 
trol, and were compelled to render service to the soldiers. Gen- 
eral von Hindenburg occupied her house for his headquarters. 
\fter six months of virtual imprisonment she obtained her 
release on the ground that she was an American. She was sent 
to Holland, and from there came to New York. She had much 
manuscript data of things to which she had been an eye-witness, 
and, as her friend, I suggested that she should publish them. 
Her book, “When the Prussians Came to Poland,” was pub- 
lished by Putnams. ‘ 

She raised a fund, and I encouraged her to lecture on behalf 
of Poland. She was very successful in attracting the attention 
of well-to-do people and established societies throughout the 
United States. She never touched the Roman Church, but she 
pitied many Polish priest-ridden dupes. She would rather see 
them free. Therefore the Roman Catholic Polish priests began 
to antagonize her, and the mere fact that she was one of my 
friends was enough to give them a handle against her. Because 
she often lectures in Y. M. C. A. halls and rooms she was de- 
nounced to the Apostolic Delegate at Washington as carrying 
on masked Protestant propaganda. 

At the end of the Congress Mr. Paderewski (whom I have 
known for a long time) told me that the Apostolic Delegate had 





306 THE PROTESTANT REVIEW 


told him not to have anything to do with the Countess, as she 
was paving the way for the introduction of Protestant propa- 
ganda into Poland. “Remember,” said he, “Poland always was 
a Catholic country and shall remain so. Anything that could 
possibly lead to the evangelization of the country should be 
stopped at once!” 

The Detroit Congress adopted a resolution to raise a fund 
of $10,000,000 for Poland, and an amendment was suggested 
to give a mortgage on the Polish Church property in this coun- 
try, which is worth more than double that sum. Nothing, how- 
ever, was decided as to that. 


The foregoing story is given at length, not only because it 
describes the methods by which the Roman priesthood handles 
such affairs, but because it gives the reader an idea of the sophis- 
tries upon which decisions are founded and action is based. 


ROME THREATENS GREAT BRITAIN 


We have received from a well-accredited Roman 
source the following presentation of the position taken 
by the Holy See during the present war. While recog- 
nizing the interest of this full and detailed explanation, 
we are not, of course, prepared to endorse all that our 
correspondent here puts forward in justification of the 
policy adopted by the Vatican at the outset of the strug- 
gle. We are content to note the marked change that 
has taken place in that policy—a change to which the 
attention of our readers is repeatedly and strongly drawn 
in this and subsequent articles. 


This paragraph, set in “bold-faced” type, appeared at the 
head of the column in each issue of the London Daily Telegraph, 
August 19, 20 and 21, the last four words being changed in the 
second and third. To those acquainted with the conservatism of 
the great English papers with regard to “display” type this 
feature will be almost enough, in itself, to give at least a semi- 
official character to what follows—especially when repeated 
each day. 


During the last few weeks “offensives” of one kind or an- 
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other, some military and some political, have formed quite promi- 
nent features in the history of the war. 

Some of these have originated with British and French 
generals, and one by General Pershing was especially conspic- 
uous, because for the first time in the history of continental 
Europe the Stars and Stripes were carried to a decisive victory 
against a first-class Power. German politicians of various cali- 
bres, parties and positions ranging from Pan-Germans to Social- 
ists, to say nothing of Austrian and Hungarian public men, have 
sent up ballons d’essai of various colors and sizes in half-a-dozen 
capitals, while Vatican agents have worked without ceasing for 
a German peace, both in allied and neutral countries, some- 
times coming to the troubled surface of international politics, 
for a time, like a German submarine, but, like that contemptible 
reptile of the sea, accomplishing the greatest mischief out of 
sight of the people most concerned. 

But in August the Vatican agents started an offensive of 
their own. In the London Daily Telegraph of the 19th, 20th 
and 21st of that month appeared a series of articles which con- 
stituted, in effect, a real “offensive,” similar in its general char- 
acter to those to which reference has been made. 

It receives here more attention than it would otherwise, be- 
cause something of the same kind may be expected here 
before long. 

* * ok 

Before proceeding further, let it be said that by the word 
“Vatican” (and even the word “Pope” in certain connections) 
is not meant Pope Benedict XV, as an mdividual, but the polit- 
ical machine of which he is in reality only a part, though nomi- 
nally the head. This machine is far stronger than any one man 
in it—including himself—as he would soon find out if he took 
any important action antagonistic to its wishes. 

Nor is the word so used intended to refer to the Roman 
Catholic Church, as a whole. 


The “Vatican” (in the sense mentioned above) is one entity 
and the Roman Catholic Church quite another. 

Still less is the word intended to refer in any degree at all 
to the Roman Catholic laity in any country. For the purposes 
of these observations it has no real existence. The lay mem- 
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bers of the Roman Church have no more knowledge of, or part 
in, the political schemes and machinations of the Vatican (ex- 
cept such individuals as may be used as tools to carry them out) 
than the day laborers in the employ of the great corporations 
have in the contracts and “deals” put through by the several 
boards of directors. 

Therefore what is now said contains nothing intended to 
refer to “Catholics” at all, although the priests of Rome often 
try to make it appear as if the Roman Curia, the hierarchy and 
the laity were so closely united that anything written about one 
applied equally to all. 

* * * 

The first article starts off by emphasizing the importance 
of the Pope to the world, and the writer quite naturally cites 
the foolish action of the British Government in sending an 
accredited minister to the Holy See to strengthen the claims that 
he makes further on. 

From emphasizing the importance of the Pope the writer 
goes on to glorify the “organization” of the Church, starting 
out with the statement that “there are 300,000,000 people in it 
and a homogeneous public opinion of 300,000,000 people counts.” 
ven supposing the figures as to the “millions” are approximately 
correct, the idea of a “homogeneous” public opinion is ludicrous 
to anyone with even a very slight knowledge of conditions. So 
far as so-called “Catholic” countries are concerned, it is matter 
of common knowledge that the percentage of illiteracy is so high 
that the phrase “public opinion” on any subject at all is quite out 
of place. And in countries where illiteracy is not the most 
conspicuous feature of the Catholic population the so-called 
“leakage” reaches proportions that bear eloquent testimony to 
the spiritual bankruptcy of the Church. As far back as 1909 
it was computed that the number of “lapsed” Catholics and 
their descendants in this country alone must be thirty millions, 
or nearly twice that of the alleged total given in the census 
(deducting 15 per cent. for children). What “homogeneity” 1s 
there between Catholics of the type of the late Mayor Mitchel, 
President Carranza, of Mexico, the illiterate Catholics of Brazil, 
and the Earl of Denbigh, of England? In this connection it is 
worth while to remember that the Encyclical Pascendi of Pope 
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Pius X (1908) was directed against the Modernist opinions of 
members of his own Church and not against the civil and relig- 
ious liberties of outside unbelievers, as was the Syllabus of 
Errors of Pope Pius IX (1864). 

The “homogeneous public opinion of 300,000,000 Catholics” ! 
It is to laugh! 


Further on we come to a characteristic Roman threat: 


Possibly ‘at the time of making peace, certainly in the years 
to follow, it is to the interest of the Allies and it is practicable 
to co-operate with the great organization outlined above. Per 
contra, if the Allies are not willing to co-operate with it, it may 
drift once more into the German orbit. And surely the British 
Government do not want to see perpetual difficulties cropping up 
between them and the activity of that huge directorate and the 
sentiment of its 300,000,000 people. 


Of course there is a large percentage of bluff in this threat, 
because of the alleged 300,000,000 people at least one-third will 
be found in France, Italy, Czechoslovakia, Jugoslovakia, the 
United States and the British Empire, and it is hardly likely 
that the “huge directorate” will ever be able on any one question 


to incite all those millions against their own Governments, how- 
ever desirous it might be to do so. 

\t the same time the threat emphasizes the importance of 
the Allied Governments including the Papacy with the Central 
Powers in the first paragraph of the President’s war purposes 
(as declared) on July 4: 


The destruction of every arbitrary power anywhere that 
| separately, secretly, and of its single choice, disturb the 
ice of the world; or if it cannot presently be destroyed, 
at least its reduction to virtual impotence. 


fp i 


\nother paragraph concludes thus, after mentioning that “a 
Roman Cardinal, and one commonly reckoned ‘intransigeant,’ 
had said that all good Catholics should pray for the prosperity 
of the British Empire, for with it were bound up the prospects 
of the Catholic Church” (italics ours): 


If that confidence is worth keeping, if the Pope counts for 
anything in the world, then for the sake of England, for the 
Emy re, for the ANied cause, for truth and justice and for the 
civilization of the world—let it be kept. 
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The obvious corollary to this is that if the Pope’s confidence 
be not kept, the Papacy will be found arraying the 300,000,000 
homogeneous Catholics against the varied interests whose wel- 
fare, it would appear, depends on the sunshine of his approba- 
tion. Anybody feeling excessive alarm over such a prospect 
may derive at least one trifling crumb of comfort from a sen- 
tence in the next paragraph that mentions, in passing, that 
“thousands of Catholics entirely disagree with many of his 
{the Pope’s] political actions.” 

A characteristic Catholic method of dealing with a difficult 
situation is set forth in the first paragraph of the second article, 
much of which is a labored defence of the Pope’s “impartiality,” 
as Rome calls it (and lack of moral sense, as most non-Catho- 
lics consider it). Referring to “the ingrained bad faith of Ger- 
many, the lies and trickery by means of which she caught the 
world unprepared in 1914,” the writer says: “The evidence of 
these things is so overwhelming that they are perfectly well 
known to the Pope, too, but unhappily he does not allow him- 
self officially to recognize them” (italics ours). Then comes a 
detailed account of various Papal pronouncements and protests, 
made at different times against specific criminal acts committed 
by the German authorities. 

With regard to the overt action taken against the Allies by 
the Roman hierarchy in Ireland, Canada and Australia, those 
readers who are totally ignorant of the character of the Roman 
machine are invited to believe that “the Vatican does not inter- 
fere with Bishops in purely political matters in their countries,” 
but no mention is made of the beatification in Rome, on St. Pat- 
rick’s Day, of Oliver Plunket, who was executed in 1682 after 
conviction of participation in a conspiracy to land a French army 
at Carlingford, a project identical with one of the methods 
contemplated, if not attempted, by at least some of the Sinn 


Fein leaders during the last two or three years. 


Some little space is given to the Caporetto affair, and a num- 
ber of alleged contributory causes are mentioned, including the 
Pope’s Peace Note. We are then told that “the actual harm was 
done, not by the Note itself, but by ill-advised comment on it in 
some Catholic papers and pamphlets circulated at the front. 
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Several of these Catholic papers, without going to this scandalous 
length, printed comment which conveyed to the ordinary Italian 
Catholic soldier, who is not, on the average, too well educated in 
politics that the Pope had published a Peace Note, which prac- 
tically assured to Italy all she was fighting for—and what fur- 
ther use was there for fighting? The Note did not do this, say 
this, or even suggest this; but it did create an atmosphere, and 
to that extent the Pope was unintentionally responsible.” 

The last paragraph says that, as regards the Vatican, the 
British Empire has two courses open to it: That, “together with 
the Allies, it has gone straight throughout this war and has 
gained respect and a commanding position in Rome, in that it is 
trusted, while Germany, which has gone crooked, is not.” “It 
is not too much to say that Rome will give it justice and fair 
play—if it continues to go straight” (italics ours). 

Then comes another very thinly veiled threat: “Let any 
Briton think of his Empire and then think of the huge organi- 
zation that is the Roman Church, and ask himself if we want it 
against us in the future, as it has been to a great extent, in 
the past. 

In the next sentence the threat is put a little more plainly: 


German intrigue will be waiting on the doorstep of the 
Vatican, German missionaries will be crowding up the gang- 
ways of their ships to spread their Germanism the world over, 
there will be German priests for Poland, the Slav States every- 
where where we want liberty. We have only to antagonize the 
Vatican and they will have full play to do their part towards 
the Germanization of the world, in preparation, it may be, for 
the next “Day.” (Italics ours.) 

A little lower down the writer evidently forgot for the 
moment what he had written above about the Vatican not inter- 
fering with Bishops in other countries, for he tells us to “study 
statistics, the millions of Catholics and the thousands of their 
ministers, controlled from this one centre with an authority 
which, if it is fully exercised, is enormously powerful.” 

So then, after all, much of the effort and propaganda carried 
on in practically every country in favor of the Central Powers 
has been controlled from this one centre! 


(To be continued.) 
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THE LATE ARCHBISHOP IRELAND 


The evil that men do lives after them; 
The good is oft interréd with their bones. 


“Julius Cesar.” Act III. Scene 2. 


On September 25, 1918, Archbishop John Ireland died at 
the archiepiscopal palace, St. Paul, Minn., soon after his 
eightieth birthday. No attempt is made here to present more 
than a few of the more conspicuous episodes of his long—and 
successful—career. It may well be doubted, however, if any 
man, actuated by presumably good intentions and motives, ever 
accomplished as much as he in the direction of extending Rome 
Rule in the United States. 

Among the more conspicuous features of his career were: 

1. His sermon at Baltimore on the evening of Sunday, 
November 10, 1889, the text being Ecclesiasticus xxxiti, 4 
(Apocrypha): “Even unto death fight for justice, and God will 
overthrow thy enemies for thee.” He said that the work of the 
Roman Church in the United States was twofold: “To make 
America Catholic, and to solve for the Church Universal the 
all-absorbing problem with which the age confronts her.” “I 
doubt,” he said, “if ever since that century, the dawn of which 
was the glimmer from the Eastern star, there was prepared for 
Catholics of any nation of earth a work so grandly noble in its 
nature and pregnant with such mighty consequences. The work 
gives the measure of our responsibility!” 

“Our work is to make America Catholic. If we love Ameri- 
ca, if we love the Church, to mention the work suffices. Our 
cry shall be, ‘God wills it!’ and our hearts shall leap with Cru- 
sader enthusiasm. We know the Church is the sole owner of 
the truths and graces of salvation. The Catholic Church will 
confirm and preserve, as no human power or human Church can, 
the liberties of the Republic.” 

In the same sermon Archbishop Ireland said: “As a relig- 
ious system Protestantism is in hopeless dissolution, utterly 
valueless as a doctrinal or moral power.” 

It is to be observed that the preacher did not say that the 
business of the Roman hierarchy was to make Americans 
Catholics—which would, of course, be quite a different thing. 
As long as the Roman Church controls the government of a 
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country the spiritual or even the ethical condition of the people 
is a matter of indifference—as is to be seen in any of the 
so-called “Catholic” countries to-day. 

2. Archbishop Ireland’s sinister influence over President 
McKinley was made manifest on April 14, 1898, when Senator 
Turner, of Washington, in a speech in the Senate gave some 
indication as to how far President McKinley had allowed him- 
self, under the influence of Archbishop Ireland, to be outwitted 
by the astute diplomats of the Vatican. The Senator’s topic 
was the President’s delay in sending to Congress his message 
arraigning Spain. After alluding to the fact that the message 
kad already been communicated to Spain and that the effect 
of that action had been to endanger the lives of our Consuls 
and citizens in Cuba, he pointed out that its delivery to Congress 
had been postponed in order to bring back the endangered citi- 
zens. With this information came also-the news that Arch- 
bishop Ireland had cabled the Pope that the President was with- 
holding action till the following Monday to enable Leo XIII to 
use his influence to aid the President’s diplomacy. How the 
Pope rendered this aid was described thus by the Rome cor- 
respondent of the Daily News, who telegraphed on Sunday: 
“The Pope telegraphed personally to the Queen Regent and 
Senor Sagasta to-day (Sunday) to convince them that it was 
Spain’s interest to concede the armistice without delay, and 
without conditions, in order to put President McKinley in such 
a position as to make it difficult to decide what course to take.” 

The Senator thus summed up the situation: 


“The little comedy that was played with us from Sunday to 
Sunday, with Spain in the role of the bullying and bloody vil- 
lain, the six Great Powers as the respectable and prosperous 
but fearless citizens, the Holy Father as the mediator, and 
America as the hero, standing resolutely for wounded honor 
and outraged humanity, ended on last Sunday where it was de- 
signed that it should, with all parties but America in their 
every-day clothes, smiling, placid and content, and with the lat- 
ter still strident of voice and heroic in attitude, but without 
ground to stand on, and, in the language of the Holy Father, 
“in a position to make it difficult to decide what course to take.” 
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The Washington Times of April 15 accused Archbishop 
Ireland and Pope Leo XIII of conspiring “to bring about an 
active and violent intervention by the chief military Powers of 
Europe against this country,” and when the Washington Post 
warned the Archbishop of St. Paul of his liability to arrest for 
treason, he, remembering that he who fights and runs away may 
live to fight another day, stood not upon the order of his going, 
but departed for New York by the midnight train. The Wash- 
ington Star said next day, after announcing the ignominious 
flight of the Papal catspaw: “When the President sent his 
message to Congress, Archbishop Ireland went to Baltimore, 
where he held a conference with Cardinal Gibbons about the 
situation. The two prelates held the same view—that every- 
thing possible had been done, and no benefit would be derived 
from carrying the negotiations further. This view was commu- 
nicated to the Vatican.” 

The New York Sun of April 21 noted that Archbishop Ire- 
land returned to St. Paul on the 20th. He went by way of 
Washington, where he paid a visit to the Spanish Minister, al- 
though he did not go to the White House. 

More extraordinary still, to the average lay reader, was the 
influence obtained over such a stalwart American as Colonel 
Roosevelt, as indicated by certain passages in the correspondence 
made public during the Storer-Roosevelt controversy in 1906. 
In these letters Archbishop Ireland’s name frequently occurs, 
and as early as 1899 Colonel Roosevelt (then Governor of the 
State of New York) thought it would “be a fortunate thing if 
we can have him made a Cardinal.” We are not surprised, 
then, to learn that, in addition to the fulfilment of his duties as 
Governor of New York, he added active “help to the best of 
my ability” to the Archbishop’s coreligionists along the follow- 
ing diverse lines (letter to Mrs. Storer, Nov. 23, 1900): “On 
every question, such as Church property in the Philippines, the 
marriage law in Cuba, Catholic representation on charitable 
bodies, and Catholic chaplains in the Army and Navy.” 

On December 23, 1903, Mr. Storer had an audience with 
Pope Pius X, to whom he delivered the following message in 
French (as the Pope did not understand English): “Il m’a dit 
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et m’a autorisé de dire 4 Votre Sainteté que l’Archevéque de 
St. Paul est son ami personnel, et qu’il posséde toute sa con- 
fiance comme prélat et comme citoyen; qu'il désire vivement 
pour Mgr. Ireland tous les honneurs de l’Eglise; et qu’il ver- 
rait avec le plus grand plaisir et satisfaction l’élévation au Car- 
dinalat de Mgr. Ireland.” Which can be translated: 

“He has told me and authorized me to say to Your Holiness 
that the Archbishop of St. Paul is his personal friend, and that 
he possesses his complete confidence both as a prelate and a 
citizen; that he desires earnestly (vivement) for Mgr. Ireland 
all the honors of the Church, and that he would view with the 
greatest pleasure and satisfaction the elevation of Mgr. Ireland 
to the Cardinalate.” 

Perhaps the strangest passage of all in the correspondence 
was a memorandum made by Mrs. Storer after a conversation 
with (then) President Roosevelt at Oyster Bay on October 29, 
1904. It is so strange that one need feel no surprise that a 
memorandum should be made by anyone who heard the state- 
ment made. In substance it was to the effect that the Presi- 
dent had spoken to Cardinal Satolli (then the Apostolic Dele- 
gate at Washington) about Mgr. Ireland, saying, “I consult Arch- 
bishop Ireland and lean upon him for support in every issue 
that involves the Catholic Church in America and in every ques- 
tion which concerns the Church in the Philippines.” Nor are 
we surprised to learn that Cardinal Satolli had written a letter 
to the Vatican about it. 

It is safe to say that no such statement had ever been made 
by a President of the United States before; and the more one 
thinks about it the more extraordinary it appears, especially when 
the personal history and character of the speaker are taken into 
consideration. 


Curiously enough, this unique distinction won by the late 
Archbishop has not been even mentioned in any of the accounts 
of his career in either secular or Papal journals. 

And in 1908 Mr. Roosevelt wrote a letter that obtained 
nation-wide circulation, in which he actually expressed the 
hope that some day this country would have a Roman Catholic 
President! 
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It would appear, then, that to no small degree are the men- 
acing proportions, to which the Papal Peril has developed in 


this country, due to the influence of the late Archbishop of 
St. Paul. 


Verily, “the evil that men do lives after them”! 

One of Archbishop Ireland’s methods was the making of 
adroitly worded speeches having a pronounced tinge of Galli- 
canism. The last of these to attract wide attention was deliv- 
ered before the Federation of Catholic Societies in Milwaukee, 
in 1913. This drew forth from the Morning Star, of New Or- 
leans, of August 16, the following indignant protest in an edi- 
torial, of which the following are the salient paragraphs. They 
express the real mind of Rome on the most important docu- 
ments and one of the most fundamental principles of our 
political system : 


It is sad to note that Their Graces of Dubuque and St. Paul 
have so far forgotten the Encyclical Longinqua Oceani as 
to seek that cheap glory which is evidently the object of their 
addresses at the convention when advancing years ought to warn 
them that they are nearing that world where, thank God, there 
are no Stars and Stripes and no lying Constitution to receive the 
adulation which involve a dangerously close kinship with heresy. 


Archbishop Keane [of Dubuque, Ia.] says the Federation is, 
and ought to be, non-political. If so, what is the reason for its 
existence? How does it expect to accomplish its purpose of 
applying Catholic principles to the every-day life of our own 
day? Is it by wasting time and money in incessant and unwieldly 
gatherings to resolute and resolute again? .. . 

His Grace, the Most Reverend, the Archbishop of St. Paul, 
by the grace of the Republican party, sometime candidate for the 
Red Hat, chose as the topic of his convention harangue a subject 
which ought to have recalled to him memories that were not 
altogether pleasant. The word “Americanism” should appar- 
ently, by suggesting a certain episode which terminated in the 
publication of an Encyclical by Leo XIII referred to above, have 
warned the distinguished prelate to be careful, but seemingly he 
did not heed the warning, for he says: “The partition of jurisdic- 
tion into the spiritual and the temporal is a vital principle of 
Catholicism, no less is it a vital principle of -Americanism. 
Catholicism and Americanism are in complete agreement.” 


That there is a distinction between spiritual and temporal 
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jurisdiction is true enough, but if the Archbishop of St. Paul 
wishes to conclude from this the truth of the theory of the sep- 
aration of Church and State, as understood by the Constitution 
of the United States (which is evidently what he means by the 
term “Americanism” quoted above) then he had better refer to 
the Syllabus of Pope Pius IX, and to the recent re-enactment of 
its main provisions by the present Pontiff Pius X. It makes 
absolutely no difference that on account of circumstances the 
arrangement we are familiar with may work very well in 
practice; the theory is absolutely wrong. And when Archbishop 
Ireland refers to it as a principle, “the vital principle of Ameri- 
canism,” he presents it as a definite proposition, a formal thesis, 
or words have lost their meanings. Now that thesis is false and 
he knows it, but talks as if he didn’t, for the cheap applause of 
brainless patriots whose allegiance to Christ and His Universal 
Kingdom must be limited and circumscribed and all but destroyed 
by their idiotically childish adherence to a scheme of government 
founded on the sophisms of Jean Jacques Rousseau and his 
school. The Archbishop knows that our wonderful Declaration 
of Independence, the work of Thomas Jefferson, deist or 
agnostic, according to the fashion of the eighteenth century, is 
nothing but a rehash of the Contrat Social and differs but lit- 
tle from the famous Declaration des Droits de Homme which 
was so soon to follow it in France. If we are not mistaken, the 
French version has few supporters in the ranks of the clergy, 
even in America; yet its American counterpart is the theme of 
elaborate laudations in season and out of season, in the pulpit 
and from the rostrum even by members of the hierarchy. As 
the grand old Constitution, which seems to have become a huge 
joke to everyone except the Catholics of the United States, is the 
practical application in a governmental system of the principles 
of the Declaration, it scarcely deserves on the part of the 
Ordinary of St. Paul the distinction of being made a norm by 
which the propriety of religious instruction as a part of educa- 
tion is to be determined, as he did in the same convention speech, 
unless, perhaps, he has been informed that the Liber Scriptus 
has been revised, corrected and brought up to date, and now 
carries the Declaration as a preface and the Constitution as an 
appendix, and so on the last day we need not bother: 


“Ouid sum miser tunc dicturus 
Cum vix justus sit securus.” 


From which utterances may be gathered something of the 
extent to which Archbishop Ireland camouflaged the real Rome 
of the Vatican. 





THE PROTESTANT REVIEW 


TO A GENEROUS “PROTESTANT CHRISTIAN” 
VI. 
In the New York Times of March 17, 1918, appeared the following para- 


graph about the “drive” in aid of the Knights of Columbus: 


ae Smith [name fictitious], 261 Broadway, said in his letter to ex-Judge 
O’Brien: 


“I am sending you a check for $1,000 because I cannot evade my responsi- 
bility as a Protestant Christian to the young Catholic Christians fighting in 
the vast army for God and democracy across the waters.” 


Dear Sir:—Last month I directed your attention to some 
incidents connected with a “drive” conducted by the secret, 
oath-bound Papal society to which you gave such a generous 
donation last Spring, doubtless under the delusion that it was 
made up of men who “were 100-per-cent. Americans.” 


Since then the Knights of Columbus have been thrust aside 
by the bishops controlling the National Catholic War Council, 
who propose to handle themselves the $30,000,000 allotted to 
them of the $170,500,000 to be raised in the November united 
“drive” for war work. 

The Christian Science Monitor, in its issues of September 


Or QO” 


25, 26 and 27, 1918, contains three articles, occupying over three 


columns of space, setting forth the violation of the fundamental 
American principle of separation of Church and State, involved 
in this successful manceuvre of these agents of an alien oligarchy 
in Rome. 


The writer evidently has in mind the recent decision of the 
Supreme Court of Illinois, by which the payment of public money 
for the support of purely sectarian institutions taking care of 
dependent children was declared to be not in violation of the 
Constitution of that State. He writes from Chicago and says 
that in Cook County the Papal institutions mentioned get over 
$200,000 a year. He says in part: 


No appropriation is made, as in the case of the community 
and the Church institution, but the Government has requested 
the people to contribute to the National (Roman) Catholic War 
Council along with the other six organizations in the joint drive. 
The financial support of all people is asked. A great public 
effort will be made to raise, along with the sums for other bodies, 
the $30,000,000 budgeted for the National (Roman) Catholic 
War Council. So far as cash on hand is concerned—which 1s 
the substance of an appropriation—the Government’s request 
for public support of the National (Roman) Catholic War Coun- 
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cil will have the effect of getting the money for this work. 

This war work done by the National (Roman) Catholic War 
Council is directly owned and controlled by the Roman Catholic 
Church, the religion of this Church is actively promulgated among 
the Roman Catholic men in the service, and no other form of 
religion is taught. 

But, as in the case of dependent children being cared for in 
sectarian institutions through public money, the Government’s 
expressed support of a sectarian organization in War Welfare 
Work will produce results which, from the standpoint of public 
policy, cannot be considered good. 

Reasons why such consequences, following upon this prac- 
tical union of Church and State, may be regarded as injurious, 
may be enumerated somewhat as follows: 

With the assistance of the millions of dollars, which the pub- 
lic is called upon to give, the Roman Catholic Church will be 
able to reach more of its own believers in army and navy, and 
to do more with them than otherwise would be possible. The 
Roman Catholic workers will be encouraged and enabled to find 
and do something for or with practically every single Roman 
Catholic in army or navy, because the public pays the bill. 
It is perfectly patent that no other Church has any similar oppor- 
tunity. Protestant Churches generally work through the Y. M. 
C. A., which is a non-sectarian institution. 

There might not be objection to the Roman Catholics reach- 
ing all their people, if all denominations were on the same basis. 
But the point is that the Roman Catholics have been given the 
exclusive opportunity to do this, that the work is being carried 
on by the Church and not by laymen, and that it is to be financed 
by all the people, acting at the request, and under the influ- 
ence, of the Federal Government. 

Once again, as where State aid to sectarian institutions helps 
to strengthen that form of religious belief, so Government sup- 
port in the army and navy tends to strengthen the religious 
belief of the Roman Catholic communicants. Reports from the 
camps and front made by Roman Catholics are continually to 
this effect. No other Church, however, has such an opportu- 
nity. For, thanks to the Government, the people of the country 
are to be asked to contribute liberally to the joint drive, inclusive 
of the National (Roman) Catholic War Council, and that means 
giving directly to the Roman Catholic Church work in the mili- 
tary and naval forces. The Methodist and the Baptist has the 
opportunity given him to donate to the Roman Catholic religious 
work, but none to give to Methodist or Baptist work of a simi- 
lar nature. 


Government indorsement of the Roman Catholic war work, 
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in a word, operates much like the public appropriation for chil- 
dren in a sectarian institution. It stimulates at public ex- 
pense, or donation, a distinctly sectarian enterprise, while other 
Churches receive no such benefit. It seriously violates the basic 
idea of the separation of Church and State. 


When you remember, dear Sir, that the Roman hierarchy 
are agents of a foreign politico-religious oligarchy whose fun- 
damental principles are directly opposed to every form of civil 
and religious liberty, you will, I hope, begin to see what a serious 


situation has been created by this action on the part of the 
Administration. 


Fortunately for the country this action seems to have waked 
up a number of people who had previously been asleep as to the 
Papal Peril, and if it should prove that the agents of Rome have 
overreached themselves to the extent that steps shall be taken 
for the “destruction [in this country] of every arbitrary power 
anywhere that can separately, secretly and of its single choice 
disturb the peace” of this nation untold good may come out of 
this gigantic evil; for what President Wilson thinks of ‘suffi- 
cient importance to place first in our war aims is important for 
Europe must be equally important for our own land. Of the 
two curses of the world, personally I prefer Prussianism to 
Papalism. Cordially yours, 

Frecp Giass 
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